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The picture on the back cover shows the main section of a 1962 
engraved, painted, and lacquered wooden panel, Spring Festival on the 
High Plateaus, by Vietnamese artist Tran Huu Chat. This panel depicts 
the Vietnamese Revolution coming to a Bahnar village in the Central 
Highlands of Vietnam, a time when “the drumbeat is now that of 
national revolution as well as village celebration, [and] the sacrifice is 
no longer only to the tutelary spirit (Yang) inhabiting the locality, but 
also to the revolutionary spirit that will drive out the oppressor and unify 
the nation.” Note the new socialist national flag atop the sacrificial 
pole, the picture of Ho Chi Minh, and the soldiers with modern weapon- 
ry intermingled among the villagers in traditional garb—but involved 
in revolutionary as well as traditional activities. One wonders how well 
this unique culture has survived the devastation of the war and the 
demands of the socialist system that followed. For more on this subject, 
see the article by David Kunzle, “Festival and Revolution in the High- 
lands of Vietnam,” on pages 20-31 of this issue of BCAS. This photo 
is by and courtesy of David Kunzle. 
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